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I GCSE Gu j ar at i  Ex am in er ’s Rep or t  –  Pap er  4 GUO/ 0 1  

 

This sum m er saw the first  sit t ing of I GCSE Gujarat i 4GU0/ 01.  The form at  of 

the quest ion paper is changed in respect  to the sequence of quest ions:   

 

• Quest ion 3 – Quest ion 1 ( t ranslat ion of sentences)  

• Quest ion 1 – Quest ion 2 (English passage to Gujarat i)  

• Quest ion 2 – Quest ion 3 (Gujarat i passage to English)   

• Quest ion 4 rem ains as Quest ion 4 (Essay)  

 

The exam inat ion is devised of one paper of 3 hours, consist ing of 4 

quest ions which would enable the exam iner to m ake a fair  assessm ent  of 

the candidates’ knowledge, understanding and response. At  the sam e t im e, 

this should provide a good opportunity for the cross-sect ion of candidates 

with a different  range of abilit ies to apply their  knowledge and skill in the 

best  possible way, br inging out  the salient  features of the language. 

 

The 2011 paper for Gujarat i was set  on the sam e basis as previous years. 

The aim  being to test  the fluency, cont inuity and free flow of ideas and 

expressions with correct  usage of gram m at ical st ructures, or iginality and 

taking special care for the salient  features like ‘spelling’ and ‘gender’ which 

m ay distort  the m eaning if wrongly applied in the Gujarat i language. The 

intent ion is to st retch the abilit y, im aginat ion and creat ivity of the 

candidates. 

 

The m arking schem e is set  in such a way as to provide a fair  assessm ent  on 

a posit ive basis. Every correct  item  and the item  of m erit  are rewarded to 

offer a fair  and posit ive test ing and m arking. I t  is very well devised for all 

the four quest ions as taking into considerat ion the candidates’ response 

which is to be rewarded. I t  is applied to see that  the standard is m aintained 

and the cr iter ia have not  gone down while test ing the relevant  

com m unicat ion, quality of language, accuracy etc. 

 

Candidates from  m ost  cent res have shown a good understanding, abilit y, 

enthusiasm  and potent ial for Gujarat i.  A high proport ion of candidates have 

done very well throughout  the exam  paper especially for Quest ion 2 and 

Quest ion 4, scoring praiseworthy m arks.  

 

However, there are a few exam ples of average perform ance especially for 

Quest ion 2 and Quest ion 3, e.g. usage of the language and agreem ent  of 

the verb with relevant  nouns, adject ives etc. There is an evidence of fluent  

flow in the essay writ ing. I t  seem s that  m ost  of the cent res concent rate on 

giving exercise/ t raining in personal experiences, especially for ‘let ter 

writ ing.’ This is usually reflected in the choice of topics for Quest ion 4 – 

Essay writ ing. For exam ple, candidates who selected the topic (a)  -  (what  

sort  of subjects would you like to study in school and why?) , where personal 

choice and relevant  explanat ions were well docum ented. There are a few 

exam ples of average perform ance, especially for Quest ion 3. On the other 

hand, it  is quite pleasing to note that  one of the salient  features:  the 

agreem ent  of the verb with the relevant  nouns, adject ives etc, again 

reflects in the overall scoring high m arks. There is a recurr ing pat tern in a 

num ber of scr ipts where the candidates have been able to score high m arks 



 

for Quest ion 4, but  because of poor perform ance for Quest ion 2 and 

Quest ion 3, the overall total was not  as good as expected. 

 

Translat ion passages are set  to assess the flexibilit y of both languages and 

react ion of languages in certain contexts. The skill of t ranslat ion needs 

understanding of how to t ransfer one language to another without  distort ing 

the m eaning, at  the sam e t im e not  giving the literal word to word 

t ranslat ion but  to carry the fervour and flavour of the relevant  languages. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This quest ion is to test  the correct  gram m at ical and other relevant  features 

of the language while t ranslat ing. The candidates were supposed to perform  

and show a good interpret ing skill,  som e candidates st ruggled with this, and 

cent res are rem inded that  pract ice will enable candidates to perform  bet ter.  

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

Candidates seem ed to be quite at  ease with the passage, and m any found it  

easy to t ranslate the text  correct ly. There were som e enjoyable t ranslat ions 

and candidates are to be praised for their  perform ance.  

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

A cross sect ion of perform ance. Som e cent res, it  seem s, have not  given 

enough or correct  t raining for t ranslat ing a piece of work, especially from  

Gujarat i into English. A num ber of candidates were lost  for the r ight  

vocabulary and interpretat ion. However, there were others who did t ransfer 

the text  correct ly.  

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

Let ter writ ing is always the favourite with the highest  num ber. I t  was quite 

pleasing to see the candidates st retching their  ‘potent ial, ’ thereby displaying 

their  knowledge, understanding and response. Candidates dem onst rated an 

awareness and concerned about  the environm ent /  hunger/  poverty/  wars 

and killing/  pollut ion/  injust ice/  natural and hum an-m ade disasters etc., and 

these issues are highlighted in the writ ing of those who at tem pted Topics C/  

D and to som e extent  Topic A. Those who wrote about  ‘The world I  would 

like to live in’ tackled the topic honest ly, discussing the above m ent ioned 

issues and urged for an “ ideal world.”  Sim ilar ly Topic B brought  out  

interest ing and vivid accounts. The let ter writ ing also showed genuine 

concern for the protect ion of wildlife and so on. The ‘enthusiasm ’ is 

accelerated and m any have done quite well.  A visible range of vocabulary 

and fluency are seen in the candidates of som e cent res. Som e candidates 

have used idiom s and proverbs appropriately, especially for Quest ion 4 (c) .  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx
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